THE BACKGROUND

direction as to keep the West aware of the growing Saracen
menace to the few remaining Christian outposts in those
regions. Moreover, the calamities threatening the Catholic
nations in east central Europe at the hand of the Ottoman
Turk, had a most disquieting influence on the rest of
Christendom. The fall of 'Akka in 1291, although long
foreseen, caused great alarm and indignation in Europe.
The complete consolidation of Syria under Muslim rule for
the first time since the beginning of the crusades at the end
of the eleventh century appears to have fostered the spirit of
aggression among the Mamluk Sultans of Egypt and their
Amirs, who pursued their career of conquest further north
into the Christian Kingdom of Lesser Armenia. Owing to
her proximity to the empire of the Egyptians in northern
Syria, Armenia became their next objective and its forts were
destroyed one by one, its prosperous towns pillaged and its
fields laid waste. The Armenian people represented the
latest triumph of Catholicism in the East. In the early
years of the fourteenth century, their kingdom was on the
edge of ruin; and, to save it from utter extinction, they
renounced their old creed, submitted to the authority of
Rome, and appealed to the West for succour. Leaving on
one side the controversial subject of the genuineness of
the Armenian conversion, we may say that a moral duty
fell upon Western Europe to protect and preserve from
destruction this much-oppressed kingdom. In spite of
this, Armenia was finally annexed by the Amir of Halab
(Aleppo) in 1375 and King Leo VI was captured and carried
to the Citadel of Cairo where he remained in chains
until 1382. This disaster aroused great indignation in
Europe and stirred up the enthusiasm of western people for
the crusade. The rate of the little Latin Kingdom of
Cyprus under the House of Lusignan was not very much
better than the lot of her Armenian sister on the mainland.
Although protected by the waters of the Mediterranean, she
survived her by only a few decades. As soon as the
Egyptians were able to equip a fleet and launch it against
Cyprus, the fate of the island was sealed. Three naval
expeditions in 1424, 1425 and 1426 brought pillage and
destruction on the kingdom and ended in the capture of

